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AN ACT Relating to funding for energy code training.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

 New Sec. 1. A new section is added to RCW 19.27A to read as follows:
The legislature finds that maximizing energy efficiency cannot be realized without training and education.  A State fund for an energy education program to provide comprehensive education and training to code officials, design professionals, contractors, building owners, and the public involved with the construction industry will accelerate the recovery of jobs in the construction industry and will help the state to achieve goals in reducing carbon emmissions.
New Section 2.	A new section is added to RCW 19.27A to read as follows:
The Washington State State Energy Code Training Fund is established in the Department of Commerce for the purpose of providing  comprehensive education and training on the state energy code to code officials, design professionals, contractors, building owners, and the public involved with the construction industry.  The department is directed to contract with a statewide organization which has demonstrated an ability to deliver training and credentialing of code officials.  In consultation with the selected organization, the department will adopt a curriculum and a training methodology that will first provide training and resource documents to code officials throughout the state and, as secondary priority, training and resources to design professionals, contractors, building owners, and the public involved with the construction industry.  The goal of this program is to have at least one code official trained in the most recent version of the state energy code in ninty percent of the local government jurisdictions within one year of the adoption of the energy code.
There is appropriated from the general fund $1.5 million to be placed in the State Energy Code Training Fund.




